Gnostic Gospel of John

The last written (AD95-100), in Greek
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Who is St. John?

1. One of the original & the youngest of the 12 Apostles (tradition says he was 18)

2. A fisherman by trade, like his brother—the Apostle James the Greater

3. Considered Jesus’ “beloved disciple” (Jn. 13: 25)

4. Like Matthew, he was an eyewitness to Christ’s ministry
5. John was also able to witness things the others didn’t:
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One of the first Apostles called (Mt. 4: 21)

· Witnessed the Transfiguration with Peter and James (Mt. 17: 1-2)

· With Peter & James, was taken to the Garden of Gethsemane before the Passion of Jesus (Mt. 26: 37)

· Was the only one to witness Christ’s death (Jn. 19: 25-27)

6. John was also the only Apostle to die of old age
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Symbol = the Eagle
· Begins his Gospel with very lofty theological ideas (e.g. the “Word”)
· His theology and his Gospel “soars above like an eagle” compared to the Synoptics 
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Purpose:
“To help you believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, so that through this faith You may have life in His name”


The phrase “Son of God” is repeated 28 times in this Gospel. 
Stresses the importance of the sacraments (Baptism, Eucharist), humanity, faith, light, sin, love, etc…
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· Targets all Christians, to re-affirm their belief in Jesus’ Hypostatic Union; (union between Christ’s humanity and divinity)
· Opposes people who denied that Jesus was God (John 8:58 & John 11: 43-44) 
Writing Style:

· Deep, vivid concrete details (rarely repeated details found in other gospels but provided more details incl. John 19:27 and John 19:34)

· Meditations on the life of Jesus

· Figurative language, symbolism, contrasting images

· Speeches

Organization: 
1. [image: image6.wmf]Prologue:
Summary of Jesus’ Life
2. Book I:
Seven signs (works) that help people to walk in  

the light of faith
3. Book II:
Book of Glory – to those who accept Jesus

4. Epilogue:
Risen Jesus returns to guide His infant  
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