Synoptic Gospel Of Mark

The shortest and simplest of the Gospels;

First Gospel written to the Gentiles;

Likely written between AD 60-70
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Who is St. Mark?

1. A disciple of St. Peter
2. Likely not an eyewitness to Christ’s life & ministry

3. Got most of his information from actual eyewitnesses, especially the head of the Apostles--St. Peter 

4. A literate man, but simpler than St. Matthew (the tax-collector) or St. Luke (the physician)

5. Bilingual: translated things for St. Peter from Aramaic to Greek

6. Symbol = the Lion:

· begins his Gospel with the preaching of St. John the Baptist,    the “voice crying in the wilderness” (Mk. 1: 3)
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Purpose:
To provide evidence that God acted through Jesus for our Redemption;
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That Jesus is the mighty Son of God Who redeems us by His unselfish service, suffering, & death

To encourage the Gentiles to bear their suffering as Jesus (i.e. the Suffering Servant) did.

Audience:
Roman & Greek-speaking Christians (i.e. Gentiles who were persecuted by Nero)

Writing Style

· Primary audience likely the Gentiles, so there is little mention of Old Testament prophecies

· It’s the first Gospel written to the Gentiles, so he stuck to the basics of Christ’s life
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Always came straight to the point; fast-moving; dramatic episodes
· Used unanswered questions
· Does not quote Jesus very often

Organization

1. Jesus’ life in Galilee; Jesus is the Messiah
2. Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem in Judea; Jesus is the Son of God because of His prophecy – to fulfill Suffering Servant – climaxes at the declaration of the Roman Centurion that Jesus was the Son of God

Know, Love and Serve


