Synoptic Gospel of St Matthew

Most commonly read and quoted of all four gospels

Written 65-85 AD


Who is St. Matthew?
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1. One of the original 12 Apostles
2. A former tax collector
3. Bilingual (spoke/wrote in Aramaic and Greek)

4. Therefore, he was educated and familiar with writing. 

5. Consequently, he was an ideal man to write an account of Christ’s life

6. St. Matthew’ symbol is the young man because he begins his gospel with a genealogy of Christ; that is, a family history from Abraham to Joseph
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[image: image3.wmf]Purpose:
To counteract the hostility of the Jews by showing that the Church is the true religion of God


Jesus as the new Moses who fulfills old laws and gathers people to the Kingdom of heaven


Jesus as the Messiah who forgives sins and grants entrance into the Kingdom of heaven while asking inward goodness (e.g. the Beatitudes) of us in return

Audience:
Tried to convert the Jews by presenting Jesus as someone the Jewish converts knew well; He was their “rabbi”
Writing Styles

· Wrote in Aramaic, the language of Jesus and the Jewish people

· [image: image4.wmf]Describes Jesus’ miracles to prove to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah

· Uses parables, the stories Jesus told to teach the Jewish people

· Uses references to the Old Testament to show how the prophecies are fulfilled; that Jesus is the promised Messiah
· [image: image5.wmf]Includes 5 sermons in between the stories about & actual sayings of Jesus (easy to quote)

Organization:
depicts Jesus as the teacher (rabbi) of the New Torah; therefore, the Gospel of Matthew is arranged into five booklets (each with a teaching then narrative section)





1.
Prologue:
Infancy Narratives




2.
Epilogue:
Describes the 
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· New Covenant
· The Passion & Resurrection of Jesus
· The commission of the Disciples to preach the Good News universally

To know, love & serve


