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Jesus’ Jewish Heritage: A Covenant People

Jesus was a Jew. He grew up in a faithful __________family, learning the ___________ (the Old Testament). Jesus was sent by God to fulfill the laws of Moses and the promises of the Old Testament _______________. 

The Old Testament is the record of the first part of ________________ ______________.  Salvation history is the saving action of God through human history. 

	Core Beliefs of Jewish People

	There is one _________.

	God created everything, including ____________, whom he made in his image--male and female

	He chose a _____________with whom to share his revelation and to carry his ______________ through history. 

	God made a covenant with the Israelites (_______). The covenant, a sacred agreement between God and the Jewish people, began approximately 1,900 years before Jesus was born, when God selected Abraham to be the father of the chosen people. 


______________ was the first person that God made a formal covenant with. However, he had a relationship with His people long before then. 
Adam and Eve

God promised:  
Noah
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God promised: 

Abraham

God promised: 
The blessing of Abraham’s covenant was passed down through the patriarchs. 
The Importance of A Covenant
The Hebrews (aka Israelites), like many semi nomadic people, relied on oral, rather than _______________  communications.  Basically, because they travelled so much, they had to remember the ___________ word rather than writing things down. 
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A person’s spoken word had all the _____________________ and power of our most formal treaties signed by Prime Ministers today. Once it was ________________  uttered, the spoken word could not, under any circumstances, be taken back.  An animal sacrifice would be offered to seal the covenant. 
The covenant ritual that God made with Abraham was slightly ______________ than most.  It was not a contract between equals. It was the promise of a greater party made to a ____________ one and showed that God would be faithful to the covenant even if Abraham or his _______________________ broke their promise. 


Moses and the Covenant

God renewed his _________________ with the Israelites after He freed them from slavery in Egypt. While they were in Egypt, they had forgotten God’s love for them.  God wanted to ________________ them of His love and their duty.

God made a covenant on Mount ____________ with Moses.  God said, “If you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the people.  Indeed, the whole earth is mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6)

God renewed the covenant again with ____________. This renewal reminded David and his descendants to follow the law of God or be punished. Their disobedience resulted in the prophets and the ____________. 
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The New Covenant
Jesus, through His death and _________________, fulfilled the old covenant.  We are redeemed from sin by Jesus’ death. At the _____________ ______________, Jesus declared that His coming sacrifice was a sign of a new relationship between God and the human race.   In the old covenant, the Israelites were called to be the People of God.  In the new covenant, we are all called to be People of God. 

This new covenant is a much ______________ relationship because it was made in person by the Son of God, and it was _________ in His own blood, not by the blood of animals. 

	Jesus as Fulfillment of the Covenant

	
	Old Covenant
	New Covenant

	The People
	Israelites
	Followers of Jesus

	Slaves to
	
	Sin

	Saved by the
	Blood of the Lamb
	Jesus, Lamb of God

	Crossed the waters of
	Red Sea
	

	Celebrated through the
	
	Eucharist

	Law
	Letter of the law 

(Ten Commandments 
	 


REVIEW:
Using pages 4 -9 of Journey Through the New Testament, answer questions 1-2 on page 30. 
Have you ever made a solemn promise? 





What was God talking about when He said, “if you obey my voice”? What are some ways that we can obey His voice?











