
Infancy Narratives Test Multiple Choice 
 
Some of these questions (20-25)  may appear on your test on Monday January 29th.  
Test prep tasks:  

(1) Reread Luke 1-2 and Matthew 1-2 in the Bible (use Biblegateway.com if you do not have 
a paper copy on you). Familiarize yourselves with the infancy narratives presented in 
each Gospel.  

(2) Reread your notes carefully. Electronic copies have been posted on my Block A blog. 
Scroll down a bit to the January 15th entry. http://msshinnd.weebly.com/ce9-a 

(3) Take this practice test as though it were the real deal. Check your answers in the key.  
  

 
 1.What did Luke omit from his Gospel? 

a) Birth of John 
b) Mary visits Elizabeth 
c) Canticle of Mary 
d) Massacre of the Infants 

 
2. Which Gospel mentions the return to Nazareth? 

a) Matthew 
b) Luke 
c) Both 
d) None  

 
3. Which event did NOT occur in Matthew’s lifetime?  

a) Massacre of the Infants 
b) Death of Herod the Great 
c) Birth of Jesus 
d) Birth of John 

 
4. Before becoming a follower of Christ, Matthew was 

a) A fisherman 
b) Scribe 
c) Governor 
d) Tax Collector 

 
5. Who were John’s parents?  

a) Elizabeth and Moses 
b) Miriam and Zachariah 
c) Elizabeth and Zachariah 
d) Elizabeth and Jacob  

 

http://msshinnd.weebly.com/ce9-a


6. Which of the following people did Luke die after?  
a) Zachariah 
b) Joseph 
c) Elizabeth 
d) All of the above 

 
7. Which of the following was NOT a gift from the magi? 

a) Gold 
b) Frankincense 
c) Myrrh 
d) Silver 

 
8. What is the correct order of the Gospels?  

a) Matthew, Luke, John and Mark 
b) Luke, Matthew, Mark and John 
c) John, Luke, Mark and Matthew 
d) Matthew, Mark, Luke and John  

 
9. Who is present when Mary praises God in her Canticle (aka. Magnificat)? 

a) Mary, Elizabeth, Jesus and John 
b) Mary, Elizabeth and Zachariah 
c) Mary and Elizabeth 
d) Just Mary  

 
10. Because of the  census decreed by Caesar, Joseph was compelled to return to his 
hometown ____________ 

a) Nazareth 
b) Bethlehem 
c) Thebes (Egypt) 
d) Jerusalem  

 
11. The four Gentile women mentioned in the genealogy of  Matthew’s Gospel are 

a) Tamar, Mary, Miriam and Rahab 
b) Tamar, Rahab, Rachel and Ruth  
c) Tamar, Rahab, Bathsheba and Ruth 
d) Rahab, Rachel, Bathsheba and Ruth  

 
12. Both of the Infancy Narratives mention this event.  

a) A return to Nazareth 
b) Canticle of Mary 
c) Flight to Egypt 
d) Presence of animals at the birth of Christ 

 



13. Which ruler orders for the Massacre of Infants?  
a) Caesar Augustus 
b) Herod the Great 
c) Herod Antipas 
d) Pontius Pilate  

 
14. What was Joseph’s reason for not divorcing Mary?  

a) Mary’s parents asked him not to 
b) An angel appeared to him in his dream 
c) The Holy Spirit appeared to him in the form of a dove 
d) He did not want a public embarrassment for him and Mary  

 
15. Joseph was afraid to return to Judea because ________ was reigning there.  

a) Herod 
b) Antipas 
c) Archelaus 
d) Pontius Pilate 

 
16. How many generations were there from Abraham to David, David to the Babylonian Exile 
and from the Exile to the Messiah?  

a) 13 
b) 14 
c) 15 
d) 16 

 
17. Boaz and Ruth were the grandparents of which famous Old Testament figure?  

a) Abraham 
b) Moses 
c) David 
d) Solomon  

 
18. Zachariah is struck dumb (unable to speak) by the angel Gabriel because… 

a) He doubted the angel’s words 
b) He was defiant towards the angel 
c) He had to do penance for sinning a lot during his youth 
d) He was willing to sacrifice his voice in exchange for a son  

 
19. In Matthew’s Gospel, there is emphasis on Joseph being the direct descendant of ______ to 
emphasize his kingly lineage.  

a) Adam 
b) Abraham 
c) David 
d) Solomon  



 
20. Zechariah was able to talk again after  

a) he wrote that his child was to be named John 
b) he suffered the agreed amount of days in penance for his sins 
c) he experienced a religious conversion 
d) he agreed to give up all his riches and move to the desert, where his son was destined 

to serve as a prophet.  
 
21. Which prophets were able to see Christ before they died?  

a) John and Zachariah 
b) John and Matthew 
c) Simeon and Anna 
d) Simeon and Miriam 

 
22. Why did Jesus’ parents go to Jerusalem once a year? 

a) To buy necessities not available in Galilee 
b) To present Jesus to the Temple high priests 
c) Festival of Rosh Hashanah 
d) Festival of Passover 

 
23. What did NOT occur in Matthew’s lifetime? 

a) The Birth of Christ 
b) The Massacre of the Infants 
c) The Coronation of Herod the Great 
d) The death of Herod the Great 

 
24. How old would Matthew have been around the time of Christ’s birth?  

a) An infant - he and Jesus are of a similar age 
b) 15-20, a young man 
c) 10-15, a boy 
d) Matthew was not yet born  

 
25. Who did the Angel Gabriel visit first?  

a) Mary 
b) Elizabeth 
c) Joseph 
d) Zachariah 

 
 
 
 
 
 



26. Why did Luke add stories about the origins of John the Baptist and Christ’s humanity? 
a) He just happened to have the material 
b) He did not add the stories; it was actually Matthew 
c) It was of interest to his target audience 
d) a & c  

 
27. When does Luke mention the official naming of Jesus? 

a) When Jesus was born 
b) When the Magi of the East came to visit 
c) When Jesus was circumcised 
d) When the Angel Gabriel appeared to Joseph  

 
28. How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth?  

a) A month 
b) Two months 
c) Three months 
d) Four months  

 
29. Who died before Luke even thought about writing down the events of Christ’s life?  

a) Zachariah 
b) Elizabeth 
c) Joseph 
d) All of the above  

 
30.  Who did Luke depend on for details about Christ’s Childhood?  

a) Elizabeth 
b) Mary 
c) Joseph 
d) Zachariah 

 
31. According to an ancient tradition in the Church, which of the following people painted a 
portrait of Mary?  

a) Matthew 
b) John 
c) Mark 
d) Luke  

 
32. What was NOT a reason for Matthew writing about the events surrounding Christ’s birth? 

a) It happened in Judea, where Matthew grew up 
b) The angel Gabriel instructed him to write 
c) Matthew’s intended audience lived in Judea 
d) Matthew remembered the reign of Herod the Great 

 



33. How did the Virgin Mary learn to read and write?  
a) The Holy Spirit infused this knowledge into her when she was a child.  
b) She was tutored by Zachariah  
c) She was raised and taught in the Temple 
d) She was tutored by Joseph. That is how they met.  

 
34. Why were a mother and her newborn child typically confined and kept away from visitors for 
a period of time? Explain this 1st century Palestinian custom.  

a) This was to protect them from infectious illnesses 
b) The mother was considered “unclean” from childbirth 
c) Only close female relatives were allowed to see them  
d) None of the above 

 
35. What are some of the themes of Matthew’s Gospel? 

a) Fear, obstacles and friendship 
b) Fear, obstacles and politics 
c) Politics, glory and faith 
d) Politics, conflict and faith 

 
36. What are some of the themes of Luke’s Gospel?  

a) Faith, praise and poverty 
b) Faith, praise and politics  
c) Joy, obstacles and praise 
d) Joy, humility and politics 

 
37. Where did John live until he appeared publically to Israel?  

a) Nazareth 
b) Egypt 
c) The wilderness 
d) The Temple Mount  

 
38. John’s life mission was to 

a) Write about the life of Christ 
b) Prepare the way for Christ 
c) Become the world’s first monk 
d) Baptize Jesus  

 
39. Jesus was circumcised when 

a) He was three days old 
b) He was five days old 
c) He was eight days old 
d) He was a month old 

 



40.  What did the Magi’s gift of myrrh signify?  
a) Jesus’ divinity 
b) Jesus’ Passion 
c) Jesus’ humanity 
d) Jesus’ holiness  

 
41. Who told Mary that, one day, a “sword” would pierce her heart? 

a) Zechariah 
b) Angel Gabriel 
c) Simeon 
d) Anna 

 
42. Which of the Magi’s gift acknowledge Jesus as King?  

a) Gold 
b) Silver 
c) Myrrh 
d) Frankincense  

 
43. After how many days did Mary and Joseph realize 12-year-old Jesus had gone missing? 

a) 2 
b) 3 
c) 4 
d) 5 

 
44. When 12-year-old Jesus was found by his parents, he told them they had nothing to worry 
about because… 

a) He was being looked after by his older cousins 
b) He knew Jerusalem like the back of his hand after so many visits 
c) He was in his Father’s house 
d) He knew how to get home on his own because he was now a “man”  

 
45.  What is NOT mentioned in Mary’s Canticle?  

a) The end of Roman rule forever 
b) The mighty deeds of God 
c) The merciful acts of God throughout history 
d) Gratitude for God’s fulfillment of promises made with her ancestors  

 
ANSWER KEY:  

1: D 2: C 3: D 4: D 5:C 

6: D 7: D 8: D  9: A 10: B 

11: C 12: A 13: B  14: B 15: C 



16: B 17:C 18: A  19:C 20: A 

21: C 22: D 23: C 24: C 25: D 

26: D 27: C 28: C 29: D 30: D 

31: D 32: B  33: C 34: A 35: B  

36: A 37: C 38: B 39: C 40: B  

41: C  42: A  43: B 44: C  45: A  

 


